
* The Best New Products for Lazy Summer Days
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WH I LE TH E n.r, floorexposes the livingareas to the
outside, the second floor, which houses the sleeping areas and bath-
rooms, has a more intimate feel. Instead of the dramatic pivot
doors belolq Michael arranged simple punch windows to offer pri-
vary from the outside, views ofthe canyon from inside.

'After the house was framed," says Michael, ,,I fine-tuned the
window placement on site so we werent staring at a telephone pole
or the neighbor's air-conditioning unir."

The upstairs embraces the home's flowing layout-the master
bedroom opens directly into a bathroom, which combines a walk-in
closet, toilet, shower and bathtub into a single area. The home has
fewinterior doors, like those between the bedrooms and the central
stairwell. "X7e are a very open family, and we like that our design
reflects that sense ofsharing and openness, even in the more private
areas of the house," Michael says.

Because the Fergusons are self-employed designers, young par-
ents and first-time homeowners, keeping a lid on expenses was
important. To minimize costs, they took on all of the design work
themselves and acted as contractors and crew: "X7e were there seven
days a week until the wee hours," says Kathleen. ,,We would be out
on the patio on a Saturday night-still hammering!,,

For the materials, Michael carefully selected lower-priced, off-the-
shelf supplies, including concrete, birch plylrood, drywall and plaster.
"By using standard elements in an unconventional \May we were able
to create an elegant design at an affordable price,,,he says.
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LOW MAINTENANCE *u, arso important
to the young family especially with the landscape design. Tough
grasses, bamboo and shrubs made up the majority of plantings. For
the lawn, Kathleen made an unlikely choice in laying down dichondra
sod, which had been popular with r95os modern homes. "It turned
out to be the perfect choice," Kathleen says. "I just trim it with a
pair of scissors between the pavers. \7e never mow it." A drrp
watering system also saves time because overhead spray doesnt get
on the building, a boon for a structure with so malywindows.

Instead of planting grass in the forecourt, Kathleen opted for
pebble mulch. It tidies up, she says, with just a quick raking before
guests arrive. It has also proved to be one ofyoung Cole's favorite
areas of the house. "He plays in it for hours just like a s4ndbox,"
Kathleen says.

In all, construction ofthe home took about a year. Xfhile they
admit that their design collaboration had stressful moments ('You
could say that being your own client is a bit like giving yourself a

frontal lobotomy" Michael jokes), they've already begun working
on a new project. To keep the creative energy flowing, they have
started the design process all over again on another piece of prop-
erty nearby There's one change to their approach: This time they've
hired a general contractor so they can focus on makiag what
Kathleen calls "the fun decisions." (T)
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